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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve the efficiency of reading operation by detecting the boundary of a 
page and setting an effective reading range for one page so as to unnecessitate the positioning of the original 
each time of turning pages on an original platen. 

SOLUTION: The intermediate position of both ends XL and XR between the book original extended by 
arithmetic is set to be a temporary boundary position XK. The range of a width 2s with the temporary 
boundary position XK in a center is set to be a section to notice. Then the inclination change of the surface of 
the original in the noticing section is investigated to detect the position where the direction of the inclination is 
inversed (real boundary position XC). When the real boundary position XC is decided, sizes L and R in the 
subscanning directions of the respective right and left pages are decided. The size L of the left page is the 
distance between the left end XL and the boundary position XC and the size R of the right page is the 
distance between the right end XR and the boundary position XC. As longer one of the sizes L and R includes 
excess length for the part of a difference mutually between end face parts S2L, and S2R, smaller one is used. 
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